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being regarded as emanations from- him. The wor-
shipper will use the same epithets in addressing any
of the gods. Owing to their faith in many manifesta-
tions of the One, the followers of Hinduism are often
greatly puzzled to know which is the cause of calamity;
hence it is not uncommon for them to make vows to
several in succession in the hope that they may dis-
cover and be able to appease the one whom they have
offended.

Belief in the holiness of God, and at the same time belief
in the immoral character of His incarnations. When
asked the character of God Hindus will glibly repeat a
string of attributes., most of which the devout Christian
would admit as truly descriptive of God. They will say
He is without beginning or end ; truthful, holy in nature,
righteous in act, pure, merciful, almighty, all-wise, every-
where present; and yet they believe that this same God,
when incarnate amongst men, was a " man of like pas-
sions with ourselves;" using His greater wisdom and
power for the doing of greater evil. The stories of
Siva's infidelity towards his wife and their consequent
quarrels ; Krishna's unbounded licentiousness ; Rama's
ignorance of his wife's whereabouts when she was carried
off by Ravana, his inability to rescue her, and to say
whether she had continued true to him during her en-
forced residence in Ceylon, are as fully believed as the
moral attributes of God just mentioned. And further,
though God is declared to be almighty, demons and
men, by their religious fervour, have made the deities
tremble lest they should lose their thrones and honours.
Hindus admit that they should be sorry for the gods to
live near them, and it has passed into a proverb, that
whilst the teaching of the gods is good and worthy to
be followed, the example they have set is bad and unfit